
Generating our own 
electricity through 

onsite renewable and 
low-carbon solutions.

ONSITE

GENERATION

The electricity we use in our operations is our largest impact on the climate—but also one of 
our best opportunities to make a real difference. By channeling our enthusiasm for innovation 
and technology into our sustainability initiatives, we are creating value for our customers, 
society and the planet.

Obtaining at least 25% 
of our electricity from 

renewable sources. 

Utilize our real estate 
space more efficiently

through Cisco Connected
Workplace (CCW)

Increase the 
energy efficiency 

of our real 
estate operations

Generate low-carbon 
electricity from 
onsite systems

Purchase 
renewable energy

RENEWABLE

ENERGY

To meet our corporate 
sustainability goals, 

Cisco created the 
following strategy:

OUR
INITIATIVE

Implementing 
efficiency projects at 

existing buildings and 
embedding efficiency 

into the design of 
new construction. FY17 goal to reduce energy 

use per unit of revenue by 
15% compared to FY07

ENERGY

EFFICIENCY

MWh of renewable energy
purchased in 2014

5 8 3 2 0 9

MWh of renewable energy
purchased in 2015

1 7 1 4 5 2

Transforming our 
workplace into a 

more collaborative 
environment and  

avoiding unneccesary 
energy consumption.

CISCO

CONNECTED

WORKPLACE

Lower panels allow more natural light in,
reducing need for artificial lighting

Fewer units of centrally located multi-function
devices to reduce power requirement

Less connective ports, 
more wireless technology

Use Cisco collaboration technologies 
to enable worker mobility and reduce 
real estate footprint

Use Cisco Energy Manager to monitor energy 
consumption and turn off devices when not in use

To learn more, visit csr.cisco.com.

RICHARDSON & ALLEN, TX
Rooftop Solar PV

BANGALORE, INDIA
Rooftop Solar PV

Rooftop Solar Hot Water

BOXBOROUGH, MA
Carport Solar PV

1.0 MW

BEDFONT LAKES, UK
*Natural gas combined heat 
and power (CHP)

425 kW
702 kW

940 kW

RTP, NC
Rooftop Solar PV

100 kW

We’ve increased Cisco’s
onsite solar generation 
from 200 kW to over 2.7 
MW since 2012.

Entered into a power purchase agreement 
with NRG Renew to buy the output of a 20 
MW solar energy facility in Blythe, California

Agreed on a power purchase agreement to 
buy over 12,000 MWh of solar power per 
year through Duke Power in North Carolina

Secured 100% of our energy from 
renewable sources through Austin Energy 
for our facilities located in Austin, Texas 

Austin

Raleigh

San 
Jose

Each MWh of renewable energy reduces 
the need for one MWh of fossil fuel 
electricity. Our green power purchases 
help ensure that more renewable energy 
enters the grid.

To support renewable energy, we buy 
Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs), 
develop power purchase agreements, 
and enter into green power programs with 
electricity suppliers. 

In FY15, we purchased 1,085 million kWh 
of Green-e Certified RECs and green 
power in the U.S. and 79.5 million kWh 
through various European green power 
suppliers. 

40 kW

This certificate represents the environmental 
benefits associated with the generation of 
renewable energy.

System and controls upgrades 
increase the efficiency of our cooling

Air flow management improves the 
efficiency of our labs and data centers

Solar window film 
keeps our spaces cooler

LED lighting reduces energy
and maintenance costs

Building system analytics allow
us to better manage our buildings

We have completed 250+ projects since FY14.
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http://www.cisco.com/assets/sol/ciscoitatwork/business_of_it/ccwi/making-it-work/index.html#
http://www.cisco.com/c/en/us/products/switches/energy-management-technology/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZzK6ug9Bzc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZzK6ug9Bzc
http://www3.epa.gov/greenpower/partners/partners/ciscosystemsinc.htm
http://www.cisco.com/c/en/us/products/switches/energywise-technology/index.html
http://www.cisco.com/c/en/us/solutions/collaboration/UC_enable_meetings.html#~Benefits
http://csr.cisco.com/



